5 Myths To Chinese Learners



1. Tone Language
» 9 tones: si

»si1 =F : =Fdk(poem)
»si2 2 : & ¥ (history)
»si3d K FR
»sid ¥ : AFH(time)

» sid 7§ : # (market)
»sib = : =1{F(event)

> Sik7 & : i
> sik8 4 : 44

(aluminum foil)

> sik9 fk : k4% (lossdd

money)
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saam1 wun2 bun3 ngau4 naam5 miné jay1 baak1 dip6



2. Different Tones Give Different Meanings

» B%5-seoib gaaul (sleep) 7k £z seio2 gaau? (d
» ¥ man4 zié (words) k-Fmani zi2 (mos
» kztong?2 (candy) #Etong4 (sugar)

> IF =si4 si6 (current affair) #F¥2si1 si2 (poem his




3. Number Games

» vy sei3 st sei2 (die)
> 444-4444 (5 55 A5)

» 7373 R luké luké daaié seon6 (double 6 brings good luck

» 5~ faat3 - \ baat3

» &k &k 2 % coeng4 coeng4 gau? gau? (forever)

» F| & (red envelope)




4. WX LH KMWA

ging3 loub zyun1 jin4 zoeng2 jau3 jaub zeoib

» Chinese people respect older people and loya

» Chinese people follow the order based on the ag

the older, the wiser.

> R A S L A B AT

bat1 ting1 lou5 jan4 jin4 hek3 kwai1 zoi6 ngaan5 chin4

> 5% %3k (Ginger gets spicier as it gets older,

goeng1 haié lou5 ge3 laaté




5. %% soeng4 sik1 (common sense)

» Don’t pick clock as a gift.

» 547 sung3 zung1 (give a clock as a gift)

» iz % sung3 zung1 (attend a funeral )
» Don’t say # #.,zoi3 gin3 in the funeral.
» Don’t pick shoes as a gift.

» %t (haai4)
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