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Justice Bao’s Life 包拯⽣平
● Chinese politician (999-1062)

● Song Dynasty

● Age 29: Appointed as magistrate of a County 

in China

● Deferred taking position on his offical career 

for a decade

○ Take care of his parents

shēng píng
saang1 ping4



Justice Bao’s Life 包拯⽣平

● 25 years in civil service

● Extreme honesty and uprightness

● Hear the grievances of people

● Sentencing powerful families

● Help people overcome corruption

● Cultural symbol of justice



Appearance 外貌 (ngoi6 maau6)(Wài mào)

● Legend 傳說 (cyun4 syut3) (Chuán shuō)

● Selfless 鐵⾯無私
(tit3 min6 mou4 si1)(tiě miàn wú sī)

● Iron-Faced Judge 鐵⾯判官
(tit3 min6 pun3 gun1)(tiě miàn pàn guān)

● Black face Bao「包⿊炭」
(baau1 hak1 taan3)(bāo hēi tàn)



Appearance 外貌 (ngoi6 maau6)(Wài mào)

● Forehead: Crescent moon

● Hear the grievances of 

living and the dead

● Daytime: Judge 陽(joeng4)(yáng)

● Nighttime: Fall asleep then 

judge 陰(jam1)(Yīn) in dream



The Tale of Loyal Heroes and 
Righteous Gallants 
忠烈俠義傳 (zung1 lit6 hap6 ji6 cyun4)(zhōng liè xiá yì chuán)

● 1879 Chinese novel ⼩說 (siu2 syut3)(xiǎoshuō)

● Crime-case fiction 公案(gung1 ngon3)(gōng'àn)⼩說

● Martial Heroes fiction 武俠(mou5 hap6)(wǔ xiá)⼩說



● Detailed the rise of legendary Judge 包拯

● Fight crimes, oppression, corruption

● Huge readership

● Oral storytelling, operas, films, TV dramas,

cartoon

The Tale of Loyal Heroes and 
Righteous Gallants 
忠烈俠義傳 (zung1 lit6 hap6 ji6 cyun4)(zhōng liè xiá yì chuán)



Gongsun Ce 公孫策 (gung1 syun1 caak3)(gōng sūn cè)

● Advisor of law and assistant of Judge 包拯

● Best friend of 包拯

● Intelligent

● Familiar with Chinese medicine

● Investigate cases by disguising

himeself as a doctor 醫⽣ (ji1 saang1)(yī shēng) 



Gongsun Ce 公孫策 (gung1 syun1 caak3)(gōng sūn cè)

● Invented a set of 3 guillotines 鍘⼑(zaap6 dou1)(zhá dāo)

● Dog’s head 狗頭鍘: execute commoners

● Tiger’s head 虎頭鍘: execute government officials

● Dragon’s head 龍頭鍘: imperial personages

● Invented torture instruments 



Zhan Zhao 展昭(zin2 ciu1)(zhǎn zhāo)

● Incredible martial arts skills

● Famous for fighting injustices

● Royal guard of the palace

● Only man who was allowed to enter 

the Inner Palace armed

● Title: “The Imperial Cat”

御貓 (jyu6 maau1)(yù māo)



Zhan Zhao 展昭(zin2 ciu1)(zhǎn zhāo)

● Bodyguard of 包拯

● Saved 包拯 in distress

● Leader of 包拯’s guards 

Wang Chao, Ma Han, 

Zhang Long and Zhao Hu

王朝、馬漢、張龍、趙虎

「四⼤名捕」(sei3 daai6 ming4 bou6)(sì dàmíng bǔ)

(wong4 ciu4) (maa5 hon3)(zoeng1 lung4)(ziu6 fu2)
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